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8/19/65 



in Philadelphia 

As 8 boy I had had casual contact with monkeys when the hurdy-gurdy 



toured our neighborhood , which he eppeared to do on a regular schedule. The 



little simian was cuts when he stretched out his cup for iay pennies. As do most 



coys, I laughed at their antics in roc 



xiington, I’d visit 



the monkey house in the smell zoo there. The antics of these lit ole creatures 



;s re always s delight. 



Ay only uninhibited confect' with monkeys when I 'was in my late teens. 



This particular monkey was not restrained by either a tether or bars. E 



set of friends. 



It was ay day off in. college, and X hew pie rood to sleep lets snd 



* cover* the town of Hevrark., the college town, for the wilraington horning hew 



neat :>e 



fore, end the cold of bedtime penetrated to 




Johnny A hLil, one 



friend, was awaiting me. Johnny wsw going to 



"ca..p% ssi attractive cottage st the Delaware cence cluo colony, scout o aoaen 



miles sway. Eis wife 'ivisn, s former high-schocl classmate of mine, wantea some 






■ he couci. 
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Johnny offered to drive me on my newsgsthering round in He'vsrk, which wasn't 



fer 



from his camp. 



without brsekfast and over my mother’s objections, X left immediately. 



not to detain’ him on his day off. 



■ i n those days few cars had heaters, and what heaters there were gave 



little warmth and. abundant fumes. 'Through Newark and while gathering the' wood. 



we never did get ’warm. It wee so clod that the car rode on top the crust of the 



snow, and my body 7:8 s so chilled, it seemed as though the cold radiated outward. 



from the bone to the skin, 



Johnny's father, Tom, 



him. The old man was charming and 



errudite. x n his day he had been an excellent newsman. He still had the skill and 



perception, little dulled by his lack of control over whiskey, which seemed to 



have become the dominating interest in his life. Tommy wigs always good company. 



pleasant and highly informative, possible a more interesting ccnmanion because hi 



habit had driven him to exclusion from his family end most friends with whom he 



found intellectual equality. 



*-wsr Smalley* s Sam, where the colony had been built, Johnny stone 



ea 
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to see a farmer of Ms acquaintance. u n returning to the car he had a gallon jug. 



"This'll warm us up'." he exclaimed. "Itfs peach.” 



Georgia may bs blown as the Beech State, but this in no way reflects 



upon the quality of the Delaware crop end certainly should not be construed as 



reflection upop. the skill of Delaware's fanners in the production of by-oroducts. 



That W8~ an excellent brandy, heavy with the bouquet of the excellent fruit, and 



st strong with the poweS the months since distillation had imparted to it. Our 



enjoyment was but little diminished by the lack of adequate service, P'e drank from 



the jug, and it was warming, --s we gathered the wood and stored it in the car. 



we 



nipped away at the brandy, without it I really believe we’d have frozen, it was 
that cold. 

>'ith it, we nonetheless were numb from the sub-zero temperature. 

"Let's stop off end see Jake," Johnny suggested as were left his 
cabin. Jake was Exfsrx another farmer -neighbor of mom Johnny was particularly 
fond because he had overcome s severe physical handicap and because of a remarkable 
resemblance to Rranklin Dele-no Roosevelt, iftflrn newly-elected President. "Jake's 



place ’ll be warm," he added, 
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■H was, end so was the hospitality. Jake's wife fed us and he sot 



one of his own jogs. The three of us gathered ar ound the old cast-iron cook stove 



to soak in its heat, but the chill in out feet ached so we placed them on the open 



oven door. 



hven that night I had no ides how long we tarried, enjoying the warmth 



of the fire, the drink and the friendly hosts. It was well after dark when Johnny 



fees .lied Vivien's desire for the firep&ace wood 



)r that particular night. Reluctant^ 



we left for Wilmington. 



' ! lka gonna let you off first, dad," Johnny announced over his shoulder. 



-on, m trie back seat, made no answer. He seams d sound 8 sleep. Johnny drove to 



the #est fourth Street address in which Tom bed a room and stonoed. The ol 



ne ola man 



d. x q ri u * <r olin.:’ v Silo iXxs$ s. s muen os 1*0.0 i-x sbiX ly —p< 6 c icsci i 3 ! j?3v/ooti 02 . 1 o'-vod. ^ 



without result. 



'w-ues^ 



VO -*• — £», vi 



ry bin he,’' he said, ./ith some difficulty we 



maneuvered Tom out of the seet and into our arms. 



Often i hud heard of drunken men referred to as "stiffs". This v 



A 



the only tine I ever saw why . Tom was as stiff as if frozen, he carried IT" j~> 




the stsi 



ten when 



which we 



funny it 



elapsed 



humorous 



racket. 



trick of 



firewood 



LU 1. t »i t wl 1> 



ill tCLC: Cl 



temperem 



ano u»n^l 



blows of 



3 a 



rs 8s if our linked hands were a chair; He remained in 8 sitting positi 



ion 



we dumped him into his bed. 



Prousbly the entire operation caused a considerable di sturbam e of 



were entirely unaware. I clearly recell thinking how uproariously 



was, snc it is quite possible I was laughing. Lore than 30 years have 



since that night. ; rs. Mart Suez, the landlady, apparently saw nothin,? 



about it and was quite upset. The fact is, we must fceve made a terrible 
between exhortations to Tom, exclamations while we accomplished the neat 



engineering him -out of the seat into which he was firmly wedged by the 



while his body ms s rigid as though ell its hopes had fused, and carried 






hree men abreast on stairs he rdly wide erouwh for two. 



had 11 c more than deposited Tom on the bed than -rs. Lertinez apn eared 



?wey of his room. The wes armed with a broom, and 10 



- ■ rrp'o o i r\ 
O uUiiOii v . 



ner 



mt, disposition and state of wind, that was well armed, nixing her Spanish 



Lsh expletives, she punctuated her expressions of disapproval with iss 



the broom of such greatbsecuracy fast 1 wondered how she had accomplished 



igh degree of skill, seeing that the broom is usually usee 



such 



with the straw 




6 



down, end manipulated in a sweeping motion, ration than upward and flailing. 



As he expertly airmed blows fell upon my head, the uproarious Rabelaisian 



character of the entire situation, dawned through my fog of brandy, and my laughter 



peeled out with an exhuberance that truly inspired l.lrs. Martines, in both her zeal 
and accuracy. % the time I'd gotten to the top of that single long flight of steps 



tnsn ended in a vestibule with the front dGor end safety at its opposite end. Is 



ter was the least oi' what piurea from me. Step by step irate housewife followed 



me, an' step by step her assault continued, Mhhlblal Iheeiling prevented her 



swinging, haymaker-like attack, end she shifted to jabs. Reeling the onset of 



nausea, as I reached fe extafscafzjta zsfcapK about the third step down I turned to 



bsz supplicate her desist ence, for, drunk as I was, the imminence of a disaster 



was clear to me. As I turned she got rae full in the stomach. Her blow was the 



>te cause of the vc; mi table Hiagre Falls of mixed brandy end miscellaneous 



stomach contents that set her off into still more strident shrieks ana more 



a pi a blows. 



There was nothing for me to do but flee, ana down the steps I went. 



Fled'* is hs dly the word for whet I d. It is a precise description of my desire. 
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but the torrent that gushed from me, imeplled as it was by the sudden hast of 



the nouse and from the exertion of extricating and elevstins: 1 



om,i the unsettling 



effect of the laughter, and the fateful broom, manipulated as 



s it was with such 



dexterity, frequency and consummate accuracy, precluded haste, for each tksxsughiyx 



glilMjfes&xaiep step was thorousrhl -5 



y annointed ahead of me. '[Totting w£ 



s precarious. 



l r rs. hartinez was relentless, ani there was nothing to do but mss 



oe we way down 



tnat seemingly interminable stoi 



rway, faceted th 'the hazard of a lubricated fall 



ior„ard and an implscsble foe in the rear. 



Johnny sloshed his way down behind 



ob u tempestuous woman, whose 



atavistic behavior was firmly ro- ted in the heard rthsl rest, 



His total delight 



in the situation from whie 



w nw Ju-,. emerging uns-esstnecuji except for the need to 



aesu ais shoes, of wnich he was then, undoubtedly quire unswe 



was expressed 



in great roars of frivolous comment 



V, 'Hi 



efforts to ro -train rav 



stomach even more impossible, causing me to ioumh 



. -■ — vi p -■ ■ ' T 1 ' - u J-'.. ^ 

■ - J. V J. <„• _i_ v, lUvu luS 



increase in the torrent 






Luoea my me, each expectoration chMcinf 



±ks lsu.vhter ss 






: my mouth. In turn, hrs. far tinea u 



as inspired to even 



greater activity end more fulsome 



snrx.Li.er imprecations. 
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finally I reached the front door, slithered dorm the marble st 



i-eps 



and hastened to the car v.lth one big slide on the encrusted snow. lira, liartir 



inez 



ij.ad no i. he t, reacn.ec the climax of her screaming volubility' as Johnny engaged th< 



gears and we sped off. 



well es >ie could utter intelligible sounds through his unceasing 



laughter he tried to be sympathetic to the might of the poor woman er " after 



ssverf n-ouccesafu?. stmt 



;enng a' 



formed me that "She was crying". 



In the cheapest of its 



its earliest days. Hoi' y wood eeul 



not neve exceeded this sorry spectacle, in which I had been the unwittin 



■S 



center-stage performer. Shame arm 



Jj-lU. LiU-idh J-lo' V 



7 y, i:i rtr 



xon mzea with the peels of laughter 



I could not suppress every time ray nisi r '-turned to the incident from who eh we 



were escaping as fast as we could. 



"Jeez; Got -.e get V ivi8ii ! 



vrcod home," Johnny recalled, ''i’ic late". 



sc i.resn in our rnir.as, he opine led the car with considerable skill, ns he bronchi 



it uo a successful seep cutsiue his home in one of the quieter residential areas 



cf the eitv, he 



cot.roged me to circumsp action end silence. 
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^huuun.. he cautioned i ne, his r'Qx'ofjpgQ'j-* dancing s f 



cxa.g s fancy step in 



front 



>i XUS ups tnst it never quite met, ” gotta be ’quite. ¥ i 1 rian*s bavins 



recital.' 



.he nouse, whose windows cast e faint light on the treacherous 



is dews l]-; through th 



lEcion condensation, v/e could hssr the pleasant tinkling 



of the piano, which ^ivi&n 



was 



ilaying with her accustomed artistry. Her friends 



had 



act gathered to hear her play, -rom childhood she had been an 



iccomplishe. 



u w x * o 1 S u « 



Ixx hxgn school she had been s frequent end appreciated attraction at assemblies 



I have never been c close friend 03 



lers, hKfsEEzarxaftsEskHssaisrrlxgjs 



and knew nothing of her personal life and likes, although I was later t 



o le - rn 



"fcljiDtf SjTiS hSQ -'d'rC-V.Tl ^ 



J “O & remarkably tolerant and understanding women. If she had 



ony passions for animals. 



..til thP 



en aware of them. Johnny had never found 



iu necessary .,o illuminate any ox' our many carousines ‘with ewolane tior> s 



of Ills 



family life or its scciut 



iuerments. 



me 



muse was an ole ana dignified, structure, in sn architecture that 



then 



even tnen was passe. It was larger than the news* style, sdlidly built, and had 



as one of its features an ample, gracefully- winding stairway which made three 
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sharp turns between each of its three floors. £gz There was s wide wooden porch 
sorrounding it an the first two floors. The wooden 'shakes of the porch roof 



ended just under the windows of the third flo r. There were two front doors. 



separated by s practical but even, by then unstylish verstibule. 



Frecedding me as we entered the house on the first trip, Johnny had 



sn arm-load of the dried oak end apple wood that hed been intended to crackle 



s cordial welcome to v ivian's guest in her third- floor front sitting room. She 



end Johnny apparently occupies the top floor, while Johnny’s mother used the 



lower two floor. The Fiero arh the recital were on the first floor. tith his 



free hand Johnny opened the doors as we proceeded, announcing the event with 



exhorts tions to silence. Both my antis were loaded, so we left the doors' open . 



SEsjf behind us. it is probable that neither of us gave any thought tc the 



penetrating cola we left into the house, iith some difficulty and stumbling 



that must have been as the rumble of thunder over the zb piano and the otherwise 



still of the house, we blundered our way upward. 



Just es I reached the too third of the last flight, ending outside 



;he sitting room, a brown flash burst from the room and perched on the banister 
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incb.es ±rom my spinning head* It was ^ivisn* s net r 



moriKey, a tots stranger to rae 



ana a shock that, in my condition and freah upon the recent past, removed what 



little control I had retained ovc 



■r my body. 



isi y overburdened arms made a spontaneous gesture 



of self-defense and in so doing dumped the fire- 



■cod on the steps, which scted as 



a sounding board as with a might ly crashing and banging they rounded 



eoen wooden 



tread on tne way to the landing below, were they came to rest in a 



crazy pattern. 



Abruptly the 'piano cessed end there oss Vivian, bewildered emit 



tne 



;iie 



ooj bytrap of firewood, unable to frame bar questions thatbwere on 



nxy toe clear 



on her lace. 



ier appearance had ‘been proceeded bv a shot 



oi "heyi” from Johnny 



h8d covigated the course successfully, although the shock of the noise 



oi my cropping my xoad caused him to abandon his srzxs: sooner eix 



r no. mo re no siliv 



;n n ne hod anticipated. Vivian soon understood the cause of his eg 31 



one stsec 



ne on the ste s, and i followed her into the ro-ra 



the window was wide open. Johnny mss not to be 



Oh, my’ !S Vi V j[an ezcleimed, "Oh, my; oli,my; ! 



hastened to 



window, where I joined hex 
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There, unthinkingly and automatically reacting to the situation, was 



: 'ohnny, hailing onnwith. one had to the window-sill while the rest of his bodj 



slithered and writhed on tt e snow as he unsuccessful ly heseache. the monkey to 



eturn. IIcw if was accomplished, I do not no recall, although i do know that 



until it happened, there was great excitmerrt and a pprehension, not in ih e 



s highest alleviated by the coming of tbs excited women who had been v ivian T s 



guests. 



*.s hastily as v/e could we carried the remained of the wood into the 



house end departed. Johnny was concerned about the lateness of the hour and the 

knowledge the State editor ’would be awaiting ray copy, ^y copy wss the asst thing 

$ost remote 
from my kt&s mind. 

Johnny planned the whole thing out for me as he poured tomato juice into 



•Sit sx j y desk," ne said* Carl (tne city e 



l-LJ- ."-'J. l 



>ecause 



rhere is a large post between him and it. old -an ague will have his back to you. 



Get all vour copy written, nut it on the hoc 



r- -• ikA: 



you can.X 



Then come back here ana I'll tske vou home . 
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I did as John y had ordered, writing my stories while at his desk, 
fatherly Cerl was, however, completely undeceived. ihile I was busily engaged in 
separating one key oi the swaying keyboard from thenothe rs, frequently deciding 



upon the wrong one, he appeared as ask, "You all right'; ‘ 



"'R’ine," I replied, pretending my preoccupation with my work prevented 



the lifting of my head. 



'lien 1 had finished, I spiked the copy on the spindle and loft by the 



side stairs. These led past the mail room, where some thing attracted my at tent i 



on 



and I entered for a conversation with one of the workmen. IJy next consciousness was 



in broad daylight. I was flat on c steel mailing table where, apparently, I had 



slept through the printing and mailing of the comp ete edition. 



This solitary personal experience with a monkey as a young man ws; 



hardly an adequate preparation for what l experienced ss an adult, after we 



had bean foreed out of the chicken buildings and our entire plant and investment 



was idle, accumulating taxes end insurance bills. 




Add monkeys; 

Dorsey gave ^rs. James a pair of rings. It was her idea. She selected and bo 
bought them, then told him they were his present to her. Once they had a scrap and he 
left, taking the rings he "gave” her with him. His mother now has the rings. They 

are "her” and she wears them, her second set. 

/ 

Dorsey complained bitterly to his mother when he, temporarily, "lost his 

v , someone 

woman • *ou don t know what it is to live wi t for seven yearsSsg&xt&WKPs: 

he W8iled. Then, realizing his mother's tenure with his father had been four or five 

times that he anna ended, "and then lose them". 

H e also allegedly lined up the smallest kinds against a wall and shot 



live ammunitiSn over their hesrs and near their feet. 




